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Stand beside her and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.

From the mountains,
To the prairies,
To the oceans white with foam.
God bless America,
My home, sweet home.
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God bless America
My home sweet home.
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The 246" Anniversary Flag Raising Committee would like to acknowledge
the many individuals and businesses whose generous contributions have
made this historic event possible. They include: DPW, especially Jill Latham,
Marty Pantanella, Mark Ardolino, Frank Santangelo, & the all-weather
Building and Grounds Crew; Joe Constantine & all of the Communications
staff; the Office of Strategic Planning & Community Development; Interim Police
Chief Charles Femino and his staff, Charlene at the Somerville Schools Food
Service; Supportive members of public dressed in period attire; Flagraphics of
Somerville (large Grand Union flag); American Legion Post 19 for the Honor
Guard; Union Square Dunkin’ Donuts (coffee, donuts & munchkins), Market
Basket (cider & cocoa); Fife and Drum Musicians; Nu Kitchen (heating
cider); Adda Santo (capes), Evelyn Battinelli, Lois Greenbaum, Jaronica
Fuller, Christina Mirra, Clare Putnam, and Dave Stevens (Refreshments &
Sales Tables); Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (www.ahac.us.com),
Rhode Island and Charlestown Militia members; His Majesty’s (HM) 10"
Regiment of Foot (www.redcoat.org/index.html),Grovers’ Marblehead Regiment,
John Koopman (George Washington) & his horse Abishai
https://johnkoopmaniii.com/about/ CT, David Scott, and very significantly, the
volunteer docents Susan Goldin, llana Krepkin, Mary Mangan and Kathleen
Pondelli, and Barbara Mangum and Alison Pruchansky from the Somerville éatm‘bay, ganuaw 1’ 2022
Museum. -

The Flag Raising Planning Committee: COL. Lawrence A. Willwerth (AHAC 5 e
Coordinator, & Commander of Troops; Evelyn Battinelli (Somerville Museum); “Fr&d'i‘.tui:i‘ A1 af ]2 00 " 00”
Dan Moore (Communications); and Brandon Wilson (Somerville Historic - :-:-;'fx\.

Preservation Commission). O!’l Pf'OSDeCf ,HIII Somerv:Ue, AMQ.S'.S'G.:CM.I&Q
https://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/historic-events-and-education ' ) ORI
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On Prospect Hill January
1,1776
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ullmany menmustmeetand mix

Toformanation. Onthisheight,
Onthatfirstday of ‘seventy-six,
Anationrose insight.

And on this height stood men the peers
Of God’’s strong souls of all the years.

Time-tempered menfromfarmandshop,
The disciplined recruits of toil,
The fruitage and the chiefest crop
Of Freedom’s sturdy soil.
Astrongdeed, inanhour of need,
Finds strong men equal to the deed.

“Whoisthischieftainfromthe South
Strong in hisyouth yet sternly sage? " —
“Fameplaced hertrumpetto her mouth

Andblewhisnametoeveryage,

And still that blast blows onand on

That peels the name of Washington.”

“Whatisthattall, white shaftof pine? ”
“That shaft, when many years have gone
Shallbeanation s lifted sign
For centuriesto look back upon;

To loom through perils, victories, fears,
Abeaconforathousandyears. ”

“But see! there floats an unknown flag,
Aflagunseen,unknown before;
Let England’s might tear down the rag
Thatdarestoflauntuponthisshore-
Aye, snatchtheinsolentshred away—
‘Tisbutthebannerofaday!”

“Ah, no,; by many breezes fanned,
Thatflagshallfloato ‘erfieldandtown,
Andstrong, ah, strongmustbethe hand
That tears that lifted banner down.
Oldthronesshallreel,oldrealmsshalldie,
Butstill that flag shall wave on high. ”
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by SamWalter Foss

“Butwho are these plain plowmen here,
Thesewieldersoftheaxeandspade,
In awkward regimental gear
Drawn up in loose parade?”
“Why, these are empire builders, man,
The greatest since the world began.”

“Whoarethese cohortsfromthe wood? ”
“Theyarethevanguardfilesoffate,
Proudmenofred,imperial blood,
High, regal souls, and great,
The children of a haughty name,
The sires of states and sons of fame.”

“And here to-day breakson this height
Thesun-burstofanation’s morn,
That unknown banner greets the light
Thatseesanempireborn,
Andthese wide ranksthat round usstand
Arefathersofamighty land. ”

Theyflungtheirbannertothewind,
Theyflungitintheface offoes, -
And thus they published tomankind
Thathuman nature grows,
Andthatayoungling state hadgrown
Toobigforinsultsfromathrone.

Thatflagnowfloatsfrommanyaheight,
Andwavesitswordfromcragtocrag,
Beyondtheday,acrossthenight,-
Thesunriseandthe sunsetflag;
That flag is flown by every breeze,
Acrosstheworldandallitsseas.

Andasitwavesfromslopetoslope
Fromseatosea, or farornear,

Ah, may it never shame the hope
Ofthose strong men who placed it here,
Butbe,onseaorshoreunfurled,
The banner of the hope of the world.

Yankee Doodle
"ﬁm————m——_—‘——"

Chorus:

Yankee doodle keep it up,
Yankee doodle dandy,
Mind the music and the step
and with the girls be handy

Father and I wentdown to camp,
Alongwith Captain Gooding,
Andthereweseethemenandhboys
Asthick as hasty pudding.

Chorus

And there we see a thousand men,
Asrichas ‘Squire David,

And what they wasted every day,
I wish it had been saved.

Chorus

And there we see a swamping gun,
Large as a log of maple,

Upon a ducid little cart,

A load for father’s cattle.

Chorus

And every time they shoot it off,
Ittakes a horn of powder,
And makes a noise like father’s gun,
Only a nationlouder.
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Traditional, circa 1775

Chorus

And there was captain Washington,
And gentlefolks about him,

They say he’s grown so tarnal proud,
He will not ride without them.

Chorus (twice)

Excerpts from a broadside in the
Rosenbach Collection in Philadelphia,
illustrated in Vera Brodsky Lawrence,
Music for Patriots, Politicians, and
Presidents: harmonies and Discords of

the First Hundred Years (New York:

Macmillan Publishing Company,
1975), p. 61.




If | Had a Hammer

(The Hammer Song)
By Pete Seeger and Lee Hays

If I had a hammer

I'd hammer in the morning

I'd hammer in the evening

All over this land

I'd hammer out danger

I'd hammer out a warning

I'd hammer out love between my brothers
and my sisters

All over this land

If I had a bell

I'd ring it in the morning

I'd ring it in the evening

All over this land

I'd ring out danger

I'd ring out a warning

I'd ring out love between my brothers
and my sisters

Al over this land.
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Let There Be Peace on Earth
By Sy Miller & Jill Jackson — 1955

Let there be peace on earth and let it
begin with me.

Let there be peace on earth, the peace
that was meant to be.

With God as our Father, we are family;
Let me walk with each other in perfect
harmony.

Chorus

f1 had a song

I'd sing it in the morning

I'd sing it in the evening

All over this land

I'd sing out danger

I'd sing out a warning

I'd sing out love between my brothers and
my sisters

Al over this land

Well I've got a hammer

And I've got a bell

And I've got a song to sing

Al over this land

It's the hammer of justice

It's the bell of freedom

It's the song about love between my
brothers and my sisters.

Let peace begin with me, let this moment
be now.

With every step I take, let this be my
solemn vow:

To take each moment and live each
moment in peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin
with me.
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Commemoration of the 246" Anniversary
Raising of the First Flag of the United Colonies

Saturday, January 1% 2022

(Need to be resilient, regardless of rain, snow, sleet or high winds!)

Processiondeparts City Hall led by General George Washingtonon
horseback followed by local dignitaries and the public, the Ancientand

Honorable Artillery Company (AHAC), HM ’s 10" Regimentof
Foot,and the Charlestown, Mabieed.and Rhode Island Militia
Fife and Drum Music:
Members of Glover’s Marblehead Regiment & Rhode Island Militia
Welcome & Introduction of Honored Guests
Ben Ewen-Campen, Ward 3 Councilor, Somerville City Council
Invocation
Matthew Mees, Chaplain, Gardner’s Regiment
Opening Remarks
Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayor
Historical Context
J.BrandonWilson, Executive Director, Historic Preservation Commission
Captain Tom Coots, CharlestownMilitia
Colonel Richard Sheryka, Rhode Island Militia under General Nathaniel Greene
LTC Paul O’Shaughnessy, HM’s 1 oth Regiment of Foot (King George s delegate)
COL (MA) Lawrence A. Willwerth, AHAC Quartermaster & Commander of Troops
Musical Selection - All are encouraged to join in!
David Scott, Assoc. Professor, Voice Dept., Berklee School of Music
Yankee Doodle” verses circa 1775 *
Special Speaker: My Family’s Military Heritage, Lieutenant General L. Scott Rice
Musical Selection - All are encouraged to join in!
“If I Had a Hammer” by Pete Seeger & Lee Hays*
Continental Congress Presentation of the Grand Union Flag -LTG Rice
General Washington Remarks andOrderstoRaise the Grand Union Flag
Honorstothe Grand Union Flag (bugle call “Tothe Colors”)
Honor Guards Fire Salute - Somerville American Legion Post 19
Closing
Pledge of Allegiance led by His Honor Mayor Curtatone
Unfurling of Unit Flag — Charlestown Militia
Musical Selection - All are encouraged to join in!
Songs led by David Scott — “God Bless America” by Irving Berlin* and
“Let There Be Peace” by Sy Miller & Jill Jackson
Acknowledgements
Refreshments, Review of Historic Table, Horse Greetings, and Mingling with social distancing!

* Words to be found in the Program
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*Siege of Boston

Following the battles of Lexington & Concord, the British Army retreated to Boston. Militia units
and men throughout Massachusetts and New England assembled and besieged the town. The
posting of the guards and the fortification of Union Square and Roxbury convinced the British a
siege was on. General William Burgoyne described Somerville's part this way: "...Invested by a
rabble in arms, who, flushed with success and insolence had advanced their sentries to pistol
shots of our outguards, the ships in the harbor exposed to, and expecting a cannonade or
bombardment.” On June 17, 1775 the greatest battle during the siege was fought at Bunker Hill.
After the battle, the New England troops retreated back to Somerville, then known as
“Charlestown beyond the neck.” They increased the strength of their fortifications around the
central and strongest positions possible, on Winter Hill and on Prospect Hill. These fortifications
defined the eight miles of defensive positions from the Mystic River, through Cambridge to
Roxbury, including all of Somerville land within. General Washington assigned two of his best
commanders to defend these key positions -- Winter Hill under the command of Brigadier
General John Sullivan, and Prospect Hill under Brigadier General Nathaniel Greene.

On June 14, 1775, the Second Continental Congress authorized the formation of a Continental
Army of 26 militia units, and subsequently appointed General George Washington as its
Commander. He transformed armed civilians in the militia coming from throughout New
England and beyond into soldiers and an Army. He also directed a 76 foot mast to be erected as
a flag pole on top of Prospect Hill, the highest point of the fortification. Throughout the siege in
1775, the increasing number of fortifications in Somerville (Ploughed Hill in September; Cobble
Hill in November; and Lechmere Point in December) played a pivotal role in directing and
supporting military operations against the British. This was accomplished in spite of strong
opposition and harassing fire by the British, as well as famine and smallpox plaguing the region.
By December 1775 the soldiers of the Cobble Hill fort were successful in driving away menacing
British ships in the harbor. Later that month, Winter Hill troops made a daring attempt to
capture English pickets in adjacent Charlestown. Unfortunately, an accidental musket discharge
during the crossing alarmed the British and the mission was abandoned.

First Flag Raised on Prospect Hill in Defiance of Great Britain

By December 1775, “The Siege of Boston” had gone on for eight long months without any
clear outcome. Winter had arrived. Reconciliation with King George 111 had been
unsuccessful. The soldiers had not been paid. They wanted to go home. Morale was low. The
future was in doubt. How would it be possible for a new Continental Army to be established in
January 1776 and survive in the middle of a siege in front of over 11,000 British soldiers, as
most enlistment ended on December 31, 1775?

No flag existed at that time to represent all of the Colonies as a young American nation.
General Washington requested Congress through Benjamin Franklin to create a new national
flag -- to symbolize colonial unity and coincide with the establishment of a Continental Army.
The first national flag, the “Great Union” Flag, was authorized by Congress and sent to
General Washington in December 1775.

On Monday, January 1, 1776 the British sent copies through the Rebel Lines of King George
III’s Speech to Parliament, declaring war on the Colonies, to challenge American resolve. In
response, General Washington directed the new flag to be immediately flown at the most visible
point, on Prospect Hill. Washington's correspondence states "we had hoisted the Union Flag in
compliment to the United Colonies...on the day which gave being to the New Army." This flag
was clearly visible to all, especially the British garrison in Boston. Its display reminded the
British we are very much here to stay. The Colonists, once angry British citizens, had been
transformed into independent Americans!

4

By January 1776, all the doubt and pessimism of a month before had changed. In spite of
many obstacles, the Continental Army was successfully created. Many soldiers had re-
enlisted and decided to stay the course. The “Great Union” Flag, also known as ”Continental
Colors,” waved proudly atop Prospect Hill. Later in the month, cannons previously captured
from Fort Ticonderoga, NY and dragged 150 miles on sleds to Boston by Colonel Henry
Knox, were emplaced in the American fortifications. This artillery plus the new resolve
forced the evacuation of the British army from Boston in March 1776 -- the first American
military victory of the Revolution! This victory, combined with the publication of Thomas
Paine’s “Common Sense,” made independence from England a realistic possibility.

The “Great Union,” now called the “Grand Union” flag, displayed thirteen stripes of
alternating red and white, symbolizing the thirteen colonies. The Union Flag of Great Britain
was placed at the upper left, as our independence had yet to be declared. A tablet was
erected in 1896 at the corner of Munroe Street and Prospect Hill Drive, to commemorate this
flag-raising event.

With us today, 246 years later, are representatives of military organizations and members
that served during the “Siege of Boston” and witnessed the first flag raising on January 1,
1776: The Rhode Island, Charlestown and Colonial militia; The Ancient and Honorable
Artillery Company of Massachusetts; and Her Majesty’s 10th Regiment of Foot.
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Prospect Hill-- and its Early History
From “A History of the Hill” by William Preble Jones
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Few spots throughout the length and breadth of this country have as many incidents in
their history as Prospect Hill.

In its connection with the American Revolution chiefly lies the fame of Prospect Hill. Close
to its foot the British marched on their way to Concord and Lexington on the night of April
18, 1775, and again they skirted its base late in the afternoon of the following day, when
they received the hottest fire during their disastrous retreat. A month later Col. Paterson's
regiment occupied an unfortified breastwork at the foot of the Hill. On the evening of June
16, 1775, Col. Prescott marched from Cambridge, with one thousand men, along the foot of
the hill to fortify Bunker Hill, and during the memorable struggle of the seventeenth the hill
was occupied by the American reserves. Retreating from Bunker Hill, the Americans took a
defiant stand on Prospect Hill, and immediately began to fortify it, under the orders of Gen.
Israel Putnam, who superintended the work in person. From then till the British were driven
out of Boston, March 17, 1776, it was the strongest and most important fortification in the
American lines and a constant menace to the enemy. Nearly four thousand American troops,
under the immediate command of General Nathaniel Greene, were encamped here during
the Siege of Boston. At a later period two thousand three hundred British Troops from
General Burgoyne's surrendered army were quartered in the barracks on the hill for about
a year.



Washington’s Fivst Victorny
17751776
Prnaspect Fall and the “Siege of Baston”
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General George Washington, Brigadier General Nathaniel Greene.
Continental Army Commander Prospect Hill Commander

S = -
_— = < 7 — >
PART OF AMERICAN LINES B ¥ — \

s ™ S| BOSTO! 4 MONSQ“ ARE
ol EGE OF N !,gn 70 ) oon

awinee
1773

Prospect Hill 1775-1776 Prospect Hill, Today

In 1898, Charles D. Elliot, formerly city engineer, traced the outline of the
fortification at Prospect Hill and vicinity. On the map above, one can eastly
understand the system of fortifications. Cobble Hill 15 Asylum Hill Lechmere Pomt
is Bast Cambridge; Willis Creek is Miller’s River, now filled; Fort Number Three was
located near the former Union Square Station on the Fitchburg Railroad.

Cambridge Road 1s the present Washington Street. Also note the road to
Menotomy (Arlington), Bow Street and Somerville Avenue; the road to Lee’s
headquarters, Newton and Prospect Streets, and the road to Ploughed (Nunnery)
Hill, Shawmut and Cross Streets. Strong Redoubts encircled the steep brows of
Prospect Hill, while the citadel occupied a commanding place at the summut.

For more mformation see “A History of the Hill” by William Preble Jones, Apnil 11, 1896,
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Plate 3b. lllustration of the Grand
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t a -4
11 3 % % 8 g “My Lords, and Gentlemen,
: g £ 86 o Those who have successfilly labored fo inflame ny people in America by gross
N K = “8' “’cES [ misrepresentations, and fo fnfuse info their minds a system of opinions, repugnant fo the trie
=2 o constitution of the colonies, and to their subordindge relation to Great-Britain, now openly
£ E 22 avow their revolt, hostility and rebeltion. They have raised troops, and are collecting a naval
L Sz Jorce, and they have sefzed the public revenue.
= Many of these unhappy people may still retfain their loyally, yet the forrent of violence has
£iZE been strong enough to compel their acquiescence, il a sufficient force shall appear to support
Rex them.
. e § ?% The authors and promofers of this desperate conspiracy have meant only fo amuse by vague
5 205 expressions of attachment fo the Parent State, and protestations of loyalty to me, whilst
= = S g preparing for a general revolf. On our part, the resolutions of Partiament breathed a spivit of
® E £ E.c moderation and forbearance. I have acted with the same femper; anxious fo prevent the
@ c T o o o o o
25 9 effision of the blood of my subjects; and the calamities which are inseparable from a state of
= § < war; still hoping that my people in America would discern the tratierous views of their
Eog leaders. To be a subject of Great Britain, with all ifs consequences, is to be the freest member
& of any civil society in the known world.
., The rebellious war now levied is become more general, and is manifestly carried on for the
S § & é % purpose qfesta_bb'sl_zing an independent en_q:im. Ineed ;{ot dwel! upon ﬂ_m  futal effects of such
5 0% g 5 3 a plan. The object is too important, the spirit of the British nation foo high, the resources with
g8 ] % S0 § Sy which God hath biessed her foo numerous, fo give up so many colonies witich she has planted
= <§ = § ﬁ _E e with great industry, nursed with great tenderness, encouraged with many commercial
@ o 'g, A advantages, and profected and defended af nuich expense of blood and freasure.
o s 3 8 '!é a % = When the unhappy and deluded muititude shall become sensible of their error, I shall be
5 _g 58 5 ] ready fo receive the nisled with fenderness and mercy! To remove as soon as possibie the
& _g s § ‘;.)_ calamities which they suffer, I shall give authorily to grant general or particular pardons and
= indemnities, and fo receive the submission of any Province or Colony which shall be disposed
to return to its allegiance, as if such Province or Colony had never revolted.”
) George R.
o s
ool I
% gp General Hewe dinected that copies ef the “Fings Speech” be distuibuted to. the Rebek lines en
g O Meonday, Januany 14 1776. Genenal Geonge Washingten divected the *“Great Unien” flag be naised
5 g . at the mest visible point, Prespect Fith.
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